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By AFP | AFP – Sat, Apr 14, 2012

Two Merck drugs for treating male baldness and enlarged prostate

will now carry extended labels to add more possible sexual side

effects, US regulators said.

The changes involve Propecia and Proscar, both of which contain

the active ingredient finasteride, after patients reported additional

adverse effects that were not apparent at the time of the drugs'

approval, the US Food and Drug Administration said Friday.

The new Propecia label will include "libido disorders, ejaculation

disorders, and orgasm disorders that continued after

discontinuation of the drug," the FDA said. Propecia is a drug to

treat male baldness.

Proscar, which treats symptoms of enlarged prostate, will now have

a label that adds "decreased libido that continued after discontinuation of the drug."

In addition, both labels are being revised to "include a description of reports of male infertility

and/or poor semen quality that normalized or improved after drug discontinuation," the FDA said.

FDA spokeswoman Stephanie Yao said the drugs were previously known to cause adverse sexual

events in a small number of patients, and that information was included on labels at the time of

approval.

The latest labeling change "expands the list of sexual adverse events reported to the FDA

postmarketing," she told AFP, adding that "no new clinical studies were reviewed to evaluate these

adverse events."

Proscar was approved for the US market in 1992 and Propecia in 1997. In 2011, both drugs' labels

were "revised to include erectile dysfunction that continued after drug discontinuation," the FDA said.

RECOMMENDED NEWS

Latin America rebels against Obama over Cuba

Pope marks milestones amid signs of frailty,
succession talk

Breivik: Norway Attack 'Was Self-Defence'

Drought Could Last Until At Least Christmas

Five Killed As 120 Twisters Strike MidWest

ADVERTISEMENT

DEVELOPING What's Behind The Taliban 'Spring Offensive' Sky News - 1 hour 2 minutes ago

Yahoo!. Now with Friends.
Discover news, videos, and much more based on what your
friends are reading and watching. Publish your own activity and
retain full control. Login with Facebook

Email Print Tweet 1ConfirmRecommend

View Photo

TODAY ON YAHOO! 1 - 8 of 20 

'Chin job' is the latest
surgery craze

Cowell confesses to
'affair' with Minogue

15-year-old scores crazy
overhead goal

Virgin Atlantic plane
forced down

HOT TOPICS MOST POPULAR HEALTHCARE DIET & NUTRITION ILLNESSES & CONDITIONS ARCHIVE

HOME UK WORLD POLITICS COMMENT BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY SCIENCE HEALTH ENTERTAINMENT ODDLY ENOUGH

New User? Register Sign In Help Preview Mail w/ Y! Toolbar  Mail  My Y!  Yahoo!

Search Web

 

http://www.afp.com/afpcom/en/
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/latin-america-rebels-against-u-over-cuba-193839285.html
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/pope-marks-milestones-amid-signs-frailty-succession-talk-105459082.html
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/pope-marks-milestones-amid-signs-frailty-succession-talk-105459082.html
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/worlds-eyes-norway-breivik-trial-begins-010110587.html
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/drought-could-last-until-least-christmas-023127825.html
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/two-killed-twister-strikes-oklahoma-town-080514384.html


http://uk.news.yahoo.com/whats-behind-taliban-spring-offensive-110509425.html
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/_xhr/mtf/panel/
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/_xhr/mtf/panel/
javascript:window.print();
javascript:window.print();
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fuk.news.yahoo.com%2Fus-warns-two-drugs-may-sexual-side-effects-044132013.html&source=tweetbutton&text=US%20warns%20two%20drugs%20may%20have%20sexual%20side%20effects%20-%20Yahoo!%20News%20UK&url=http%3A%2F%2Fuk.news.yahoo.com%2Fus-warns-two-drugs-may-sexual-side-effects-044132013.html&via=YahooNewsUK
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fuk.news.yahoo.com%2Fus-warns-two-drugs-may-sexual-side-effects-044132013.html&source=tweetbutton&text=US%20warns%20two%20drugs%20may%20have%20sexual%20side%20effects%20-%20Yahoo!%20News%20UK&url=http%3A%2F%2Fuk.news.yahoo.com%2Fus-warns-two-drugs-may-sexual-side-effects-044132013.html&via=YahooNewsUK
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fuk.news.yahoo.com%2Fus-warns-two-drugs-may-sexual-side-effects-044132013.html&source=tweetbutton&text=US%20warns%20two%20drugs%20may%20have%20sexual%20side%20effects%20-%20Yahoo!%20News%20UK&url=http%3A%2F%2Fuk.news.yahoo.com%2Fus-warns-two-drugs-may-sexual-side-effects-044132013.html&via=YahooNewsUK
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fuk.news.yahoo.com%2Fus-warns-two-drugs-may-sexual-side-effects-044132013.html
http://www.facebook.com/plugins/like.php?action=recommend&api_key=194699337231859&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.fbcdn.net%2Fconnect%2Fxd_proxy.php%3Fversion%3D3%23cb%3Df3cd9c315e6363%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fuk.news.yahoo.com%252Ff2f70cfc40d5df4%26relation%3Dparent.parent%26transport%3Dpostmessage&colorscheme=light&extended_social_context=false&font=arial&href=http%3A%2F%2Fuk.news.yahoo.com%2Fus-warns-two-drugs-may-sexual-side-effects-044132013.html&layout=button_count&locale=en_GB&no_resize=false&node_type=link&sdk=joey&show_faces=false&width=130?AcrobatWebCapTID3#
http://www.facebook.com/plugins/like.php?action=recommend&api_key=194699337231859&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.fbcdn.net%2Fconnect%2Fxd_proxy.php%3Fversion%3D3%23cb%3Df3cd9c315e6363%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fuk.news.yahoo.com%252Ff2f70cfc40d5df4%26relation%3Dparent.parent%26transport%3Dpostmessage&colorscheme=light&extended_social_context=false&font=arial&href=http%3A%2F%2Fuk.news.yahoo.com%2Fus-warns-two-drugs-may-sexual-side-effects-044132013.html&layout=button_count&locale=en_GB&no_resize=false&node_type=link&sdk=joey&show_faces=false&width=130?AcrobatWebCapTID3#
http://www.facebook.com/plugins/like.php?action=recommend&api_key=194699337231859&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.fbcdn.net%2Fconnect%2Fxd_proxy.php%3Fversion%3D3%23cb%3Df3cd9c315e6363%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fuk.news.yahoo.com%252Ff2f70cfc40d5df4%26relation%3Dparent.parent%26transport%3Dpostmessage&colorscheme=light&extended_social_context=false&font=arial&href=http%3A%2F%2Fuk.news.yahoo.com%2Fus-warns-two-drugs-may-sexual-side-effects-044132013.html&layout=button_count&locale=en_GB&no_resize=false&node_type=link&sdk=joey&show_faces=false&width=130?AcrobatWebCapTID3#
http://www.facebook.com/plugins/like.php?action=recommend&api_key=194699337231859&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.fbcdn.net%2Fconnect%2Fxd_proxy.php%3Fversion%3D3%23cb%3Df3cd9c315e6363%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fuk.news.yahoo.com%252Ff2f70cfc40d5df4%26relation%3Dparent.parent%26transport%3Dpostmessage&colorscheme=light&extended_social_context=false&font=arial&href=http%3A%2F%2Fuk.news.yahoo.com%2Fus-warns-two-drugs-may-sexual-side-effects-044132013.html&layout=button_count&locale=en_GB&no_resize=false&node_type=link&sdk=joey&show_faces=false&width=130?AcrobatWebCapTID3#
http://www.facebook.com/plugins/like.php?action=recommend&api_key=194699337231859&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.fbcdn.net%2Fconnect%2Fxd_proxy.php%3Fversion%3D3%23cb%3Df3cd9c315e6363%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fuk.news.yahoo.com%252Ff2f70cfc40d5df4%26relation%3Dparent.parent%26transport%3Dpostmessage&colorscheme=light&extended_social_context=false&font=arial&href=http%3A%2F%2Fuk.news.yahoo.com%2Fus-warns-two-drugs-may-sexual-side-effects-044132013.html&layout=button_count&locale=en_GB&no_resize=false&node_type=link&sdk=joey&show_faces=false&width=130?AcrobatWebCapTID3#
http://www.facebook.com/plugins/like.php?action=recommend&api_key=194699337231859&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.fbcdn.net%2Fconnect%2Fxd_proxy.php%3Fversion%3D3%23cb%3Df3cd9c315e6363%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fuk.news.yahoo.com%252Ff2f70cfc40d5df4%26relation%3Dparent.parent%26transport%3Dpostmessage&colorscheme=light&extended_social_context=false&font=arial&href=http%3A%2F%2Fuk.news.yahoo.com%2Fus-warns-two-drugs-may-sexual-side-effects-044132013.html&layout=button_count&locale=en_GB&no_resize=false&node_type=link&sdk=joey&show_faces=false&width=130?AcrobatWebCapTID3#
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/photos/changes-involve-propecia-proscar-both-contain-active-ingredient-photo-044132183.html
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/photos/changes-involve-propecia-proscar-both-contain-active-ingredient-photo-044132183.html
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/photos/changes-involve-propecia-proscar-both-contain-active-ingredient-photo-044132183.html
http://uk.lifestyle.yahoo.com/chin-jobs-plastic-surgery-cosmetic-men-women-implants-20120416.html
http://uk.lifestyle.yahoo.com/chin-jobs-plastic-surgery-cosmetic-men-women-implants-20120416.html
http://uk.lifestyle.yahoo.com/chin-jobs-plastic-surgery-cosmetic-men-women-implants-20120416.html
http://uk.lifestyle.yahoo.com/chin-jobs-plastic-surgery-cosmetic-men-women-implants-20120416.html
http://uk.omg.yahoo.com/gossip/the-bike-shed/simon-cowell-confesses-affair-dannii-minogue-book-084628059.html
http://uk.omg.yahoo.com/gossip/the-bike-shed/simon-cowell-confesses-affair-dannii-minogue-book-084628059.html
http://uk.omg.yahoo.com/gossip/the-bike-shed/simon-cowell-confesses-affair-dannii-minogue-book-084628059.html
http://uk.omg.yahoo.com/gossip/the-bike-shed/simon-cowell-confesses-affair-dannii-minogue-book-084628059.html
http://uk.eurosport.yahoo.com/blogs/world-of-sport/astonishing-goal-scored-u-15-match-102219895.html
http://uk.eurosport.yahoo.com/blogs/world-of-sport/astonishing-goal-scored-u-15-match-102219895.html
http://uk.eurosport.yahoo.com/blogs/world-of-sport/astonishing-goal-scored-u-15-match-102219895.html
http://uk.eurosport.yahoo.com/blogs/world-of-sport/astonishing-goal-scored-u-15-match-102219895.html
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/plane-gatwick-emergency-landing-121925010.html
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/plane-gatwick-emergency-landing-121925010.html
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/plane-gatwick-emergency-landing-121925010.html
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/plane-gatwick-emergency-landing-121925010.html
http://uk.tv.yahoo.com/dame-maggie-smith-%E2%80%98to-quit-downton-abbey%E2%80%99-%E2%80%93-daily-tv-round-up.html
http://uk.eurosport.yahoo.com/15042012/58/serie-italy-shocked-tragic-story-morosini.html
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/topic/
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/health/most-popular/
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/healthcare/
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/diet-nutrition/
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/illnesses-conditions/
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/health/archive/1.html#image_headline_view
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/uk/
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/uk/
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/world/
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/world/
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/politics/
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/politics/
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/comment/
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/comment/
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/business/
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/business/
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/tech/
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/tech/
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/science/
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/science/
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/health/
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/health/
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/entertainment/
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/entertainment/
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/oddly-enough/
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/oddly-enough/
https://edit.yahoo.com/config/eval_register?.src=yn&.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.done=http://uk.news.yahoo.com/us-warns-two-drugs-may-sexual-side-effects-044132013.html
https://edit.yahoo.com/config/eval_register?.src=yn&.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.done=http://uk.news.yahoo.com/us-warns-two-drugs-may-sexual-side-effects-044132013.html
https://login.yahoo.com/config/login?.src=yn&.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.done=http://uk.news.yahoo.com/us-warns-two-drugs-may-sexual-side-effects-044132013.html
http://help.yahoo.com/l/uk/yahoo/news_global/
http://uk.toolbar.yahoo.com/?.cpdl=ushdl
http://uk.mail.yahoo.com/?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB
http://uk.mail.yahoo.com/?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB
http://uk.my.yahoo.com/
http://uk.yahoo.com/
http://uk.yahoo.com/


US warns two drugs may have sexual side effects - Yahoo! News UK

http://uk.news.yahoo.com/us-warns-two-drugs-may-sexual-side-effects-044132013.html[4/16/2012 6:03:25 AM]

RELATED CONTENT

New drug gives prostate cancer hope

Shire hit by bowel drug study failure

US urges voluntary cuts in farm antibiot …

Prostate cancer drug passes hurdle

New batch of fake Avastin reached U.S. via …

Drug targets cancer spread to bone

Insight - Chasing cheaper cancer drugs

Last year, labels for Proscar and Propecia were also changed to advise of the possibility of an

increased risk of high-grade prostate cancer.

The agency noted that even though "clear causal links between finasteride (Propecia and Proscar) and

sexual adverse events have NOT been established, the cases suggest a broader range of adverse effects

than previously reported in patients taking these drugs."

Since these side effects may be important to some patients, doctors were urged to discuss them with

patients when deciding on treatment options.

In the case of Propecia, clinical trials showed 3.8 percent of men had reported one or more adverse

sexual experiences, compared to 2.1 percent who were taking a placebo.

"Propecia and Proscar are generally well tolerated and effective for their respective intended uses in

accordance with their approved product labeling," Merck said in a statement.

The company added that "a causal relationship between the use of Propecia or Proscar and continued

sexual dysfunction after discontinuation of treatment has not been established," and expressed

support for ongoing monitoring of adverse event reports.
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1 0Anthony  •  London, England  •  1 day 4 hours ago

Reply

Is it really worth it??!!

0 1Elizabeth  •  10 hours ago

Reply

Another Merck product that affects sexual performance is Cozaar, an ARB antihypertensive.
A particular study involving a middle-aged population of african americans with erectile
disfunction showed a surprising improvement in performance outcomes. It should be noted
that african americans over... More
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