Psychiatric 'Bible' Pegged for Conflicts of Interest | Natural Society

The Natural Society Newsletter
Email

Home

Nutrition

Weight Loss

Mind & Body

Fitness

*

General Health

Political Health

Reviews

About

Contact

Advertise
Pharmacy Tech School Accredited, Career-Focused Program. Hurry - Next Classes Start Apr 2

Anthem.edu/Pharmacy-Techn

Painkiller Addiction Help Learn about Addiction, Recovery and Doctor Assisted Treatment Options

TurnToHelp.com

2012 - Psychology Schools Top Psychology Schools Near You. Enter Your Zip & Request Info Now!

70% of DSM Psychiatrists Financially Tied to Drug
Companies
Mike Barrett

36

NaturalSociety

12

0

March 14, 2012

6

Schools.com/Psycholo

0

Find us on Facebook

127

Email

Share

Login

Natural Society
Like
Confirm

The psychiatric bible, known as the Diagnostic and Statistical
Manual of Mental Disorders, is hailed by psychiatrists and
psychiatry supporters alike. The 5th edition of the manual,
scheduled for publication in May of 2013, is stirring up
massive controversy. Being the go-to text for diagnosing every
mental disorder known to (and created by) man while
ultimately leading to widespread medicating of the population,
the 900-page bible is now being pegged for financial conflicts
of interests.

Psychiatric ‘Bible’ Pegged for Conflicts of Interest
In 1994, DSM-4, the fourth edition of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, was
published. Shortly following the publication, the American Psychiatric Association implemented a new
policy which would force expert advisors to divulge any ties with drug industries in order to cut down
on potential conflicts of interests. Despite the newly instituted policy, an astonishing 70 percent of
the panel members of the newest edition, DSM-5, reported having financial
relationships with pharmaceutical companies. About 57 percent reported ties in the
previous edition.
“Organizations like the APA have
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embraced transparency too quickly
as the solution…Our data show
that transparency has not changed
the dynamic.” said Lisa Cosgrove,
associate professor of clinical
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psychology at the University of
Massachusetts-Boston and lead
author of the study.
Ultimately leading to millions of people
being labeled as ‘mentally ill’, the DSM-5
is also criticized greatly for the addition of
new, quite startling diagnoses. With the
new criteria, the following situations would
cause someone to have a mental or
psychiatric disorder.

Grief following the loss of a loved one
Mild memory loss in the elderly
Frequent temper tantrums in kids
“They’re [the new diagnoses] at the boundary of normality…And these days, most
diagnostic decisions are not made by psychiatrists trained to distinguish between the
two. Most are made by primary care doctors who see a patient for about seven
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minutes and write a prescription…” said Frances, who is professor emeritus of
psychiatry at Duke University. He also states that the new additions would ‘radically
and recklessly’ expand psychiatric boundaries.
As decades pass, the number of diagnosable disorders has gone up by the hundreds. In the past,
homosexuality was even battled for inclusion, describing people as having a “sociopathic personality
disturbance.” Later, it was replaced with a disorder called “ego-dystonic homosexuality,” a problem
specifically surfacing from a source of distress.
As the DSM editions continue to be released, the criteria for labeling a person for many disorders
becomes much lower. Psychiatrists, the pharmaceutical industry and all of their ties love these
changes, as medications are prescribed with even less effort on the medical establishment’s part —
thus feeding the destructive disease machine severely impacting much of the population. With a few
simple strokes in this book, every single person in the country could soon be labeled as having a
disorder, whether caught by medical “professionals” or not.
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